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Mother Tongue Language Policy

Our Mother Tongue Language (MTL) policy 

requires all students who are 

Singaporeans or Singapore Permanent 

Residents to study their respective official 

MTL: Chinese, Malay and Tamil. A non-Tamil 

Indian may choose to offer as his/her MTL: (a) 

Tamil, or (b) a non-Tamil Indian Language such 

as Bengali, Gujarati, Hindi, Punjabi or Urdu.



Mother Tongue Language Policy

MTL is assigned based on race of 

students. Indian students who have opted 

for a non MTL (NTIL) as MT will need to 

make applications through the school and 

will be considered on a case-by-case basis.

.



Exemption from MTL

Students are given exemption from offering MTL 

only under exceptional circumstances. There are two broad 
categories of students who may be given exemption: 

1.those who join or re-join the school system mid-stream 
without prior learning of the MTL, and 

2.those with certified medical condition that would adversely 
affect their ability to cope with MTL. 



New PSLE Scoring System

For the purpose of Secondary 1 posting, these students will 

be assigned an MTL score between AL 6 and 8.

MTL-exempt students and those who take an Asian 

Language (AsL)/Foreign Language (FL) in lieu of an 

official MTL: 



Desired Learning Outcomes



Inculcating the love of Mother 
Tongue language and culture 

Our Mission



1. Celebrating Festive Events 

• Chinese New Year Celebration

• Hari Raya Puasa 

• Deepavali

• Mid-Autumn Festival

2. Mother Fortnight Activities

3. School Based Competitions

Ways to inculcate the love of 
Mother Tongue Language and 
culture



MT Inclusion-Fusion Activities
• Chinese Paper 

Cutting
• Malay Activities

• Tamil Activities 



1. Build good learning habits. 

• Plan time for doing revision, spelling 

learning and online revision etc.

2. Monitor child’s learning closely and give 

encouragement.

• Affirm effort and understand child’s 

needs

Ways to support your child in 
Mother Tongue Learning



3. Cultivate love for reading

• Read mother tongue language books with 

child regularly, infuse joy by having 

purposeful discussions or fun activities.

• Leverage  on online resources, ebook etc.

4. Create a conducive environment

• converse in MTL with your child, 

watch T.V. programme in MTL, 

listen to MTL songs etc

Ways to support your child in 
Mother Tongue Learning



5. Encourage Self-directed Learning 

• Online Learning Portal for different 

languages 

• Student Learning Space (SLS)

• E-tutor Online Chinese Learning Portal

Ezhishi.net

Ways to support your child in 
Mother Tongue Learning



Mother Tongue Syllabus



Online Revision
定期的复习：
• 根据课文
• 不同类型的习题

Oral Practices
口试练习：
视频会话

E-reading 
materials
阅读故事

eAssignment
电子作业

E-tutor Online Chinese Learning Portal

Ezhishi.net

Teachers to assign appropriate worksheets for 
students according to their learning needs
老师会根据各班的需要自行发布电子
作业给学生，学生登入时会提醒他有
未完成的电子作业。



Revision of 
vocabulary 
复习字词

Topical assessment 
according to students’ 
learning progress
练习题，复习所学

E-tutor Online Chinese Learning Portal

Ezhishi.net



ML Resources

SLS/IMTL Portal  
- for teaching and learning of ML
- online tasks / homework

Malay Language Centre of Singapore (MLCS) 
Educational Apps
Link to the apps -
https://academyofsingaporeteachers.moe.edu.sg/
mlcs/resources

1) Legenda Singapura App
- Stories on Singapore legends (e-stories)
- learning of vocab, comprehension, idioms
- to encourage reading and develop reading skill



ML Resources

2) Cerita-cerita Rakyat Nusantara
- stories on Malay Folktales (e-stories)
- to encourage reading and develop reading skill

3) Bitara Kata
- learning of ML through exploration of various themes

4) Pintar Kata 
- to build vocabulary through fun learning/games



Thank You

Chinese: 

Chua_boon_ling@moe.edu.sg

ng_peng_woon_rachel@moe.edu.sg 

Malay: norah_nordin@moe.edu.sg 

Tamil: subramaniam_prema@moe.edu.sg 


