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What We Would Like to Share With You:

* Teaching and Learning at HGS
— Our approach and belief
— How your child is assessed

* P4vsP5
Key differences / the “Leap”

 What Parents/Guardians and Students can do at
home to reinforce the learning



Guiding Our Approach to Teaching and Learning

Our Vision:

Every Haig Girl a confident, creative and effective
communicator.

OuR MISSION:

To develop learners who are able to use the English
Language effectively as a means to explore and
understand the world, and as a tool to express
themselves, thus contributing meaningfully to
society.



What Do We Focus On at HGS? 5 Pillars ©

1) Reading and Understanding
- becoming a critical and creative thinker

@)
)

2) Writing Skills
- generating & organising ideas effectively

- revising and editing writing skilfully

3) Oracy skills

- becoming a confident and effective communicator




And:

4) building Grammar and Vocabulary
knowledge [to support Reading, Writing &
Oracy].

Most Importantly ©),

5) instilling a love for the language, developing
the curiosity to read, explore and respond,
and to influence and advocate. .
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Instilling the Love for the Language

HGS Special — BTS (Beyond the Story)
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Instilling the Love for the Language

HGS Special — Structured Airtime

e Full student ownership to develop their own presentations on
a topic of their choice, and become confident advocates as

they present to and engage their peers.
e Grow necessary skills for self-directed learners, active citizens

and passionate advocates

ful
\-\uﬂbu‘

0
ay Of “od us
56 peogr\\es Sa“‘{ around

s
althoug? ther®

)
asm’. 270 end.
“ caS“a;t‘\?\e (eceiing {
(50N




Assessment of Language Learning

- Everyday assessment

- To check for pupils” understanding through class
discussions and the use of customised materials

- The information collected is used to plan lessons to
improve the children’s learning

- Feedback is given to students to feed the learning
forward




Assessment of Language Learning

- Weighted and Non-weighted Assessments

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
TermTask Term Task  Term Task EOQY
(NWA - 0%) (15%) (15%) (70%)

Expository Oral Test Mini Paper Papers

Writing 1,2,3 &4

‘ 9 9 l

A\ 4
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The Leap: P4 vs P5

Primary 4 % Primary 5 %
Paper1
Writing 20m 20 55m 27.5
Paper 2
Language Use & 50m 50 95m 47.5
Comprehension
Paper 3
Listening 14m 14 20m 10
Comprehension
Paper 4
Oral 16m 16 30m 15
Total 100m 100 200m 100




Paper
1

Total

P5 Examination Format (EL)

Component

Situational Writing
Continuous Writing

Language Use

- Grammar, Vocab
MCQ

- Vocab Cloze

- Visual Text Compre
- Grammar Cloze,
Compre Cloze
-Synthesis &
Transformation

- Compre OE

Listening
Comprehension

Oral Communication
- Reading & SBC

Item Type

OE
OE

OE & MCQ

MCQ

OE

Marks

55

95

20

30

200

Weighting

27.5%

47.5%

10%

15%

100%

Duration
1 h 10 min

1 h 50 min

About 35 min

About 10 min



Paper
1

Total

P5 Examination Format (FEL)

Component Item Type

Situational Writing  OE
Continuous Writing OE

Language Use OE & MCQ

- Grammar, Vocab
MCQ

- Punctuation

- Visual Text
Compre

- Editing, Form
Filling

- Synthesis

- Compre Cloze / OE

Listening MCQ
Comprehension

Oral OE
Communication -

Reading & SBC

Marks
40

60

20

30

150

Weighting
26.7%

40.0%

13.3%

20%

100%

Duration
1 h 10 min

1 h 20 min

About 35 min

About 10 min



P4 vs P5: Paper 1 (Writing)

Primary 4

Primary 5

Composition
(20m)

Part 1: Situational Writing (15m)
Part 2: Continuous Writing (40m)

Situational Writing

- Informal or Formal
letter/email

- Show good
understanding of
Purpose, Audience and
Context in a given
situation

Continuous Writing

(Composition)

- 3 pictures and a given
theme

- Use at least one picture

- 2 guiding questions

*Students are encouraged to spend not more than 15 min on Situational Writing.




P4 vs P5: Paper 1 (Writing)
Foundation English

Situational Writing Continuous Writing
- Informal letter/email (Composition)
- Show good + - 3 pictures in a series + a | =

understanding of
Purpose, Audience and

Context in a situation - Helping words provided

guestion mark ending

*Students are encouraged to spend not more than 15 min on Situational Writing.



Situational Writing

Part 1:

1 The pictures below show a conversation between Jane and her uncle. The conversation

Situational Writing (15 marks)

took place in Jane’s house. Study the pictures carefully.

25 September 2019, 6 pm J

Jane, I'm afraid there’s been a change of plans. My company
needs me to travel overseas next week.

. — — —
* = Oh, Uncle Tim, | was really looking
forward to going to the cinema with

youl

25 September 2019, 6 pm J

Sorry, Jane, | really have no choice. Look, I've already bought
the tickets. Why don’t you go with your best friend, Linda? Tell
her it's on me and give her my best wishes.

Thank you very much! Come to think of
it, Linda does like action movies.

€ DIAMOND CINEMA

DRAGON ISLAND
Date: 4 October 2019

Time: 5 pm i
Price: $12.50 H15

& DIAMOND CINEMA

DRAGON ISLAND

Date: 4 October 2019
Time: 5 pm

Price: $12.50 H 16

A Sample (2019 PSLE)

Task:

Imagine you are Jane.

Write an email to your best
friend, Linda, to invite her to
watch the movie with you.



Continuous Writing A Sample (2020 PSLE)

S o

Write a composition of at least 150
words about something that was lost.

The pictures are provided to help you

think about this topic. Your composition — —
should be based on one or more of these e o A’g" 3
pictures. |

Consider the following points when you
plan your composition:

* How did it get lost?

 Was it found?




How We Develop Our Students’ Writing Skills

We teach them to achieve the HGS Writing Goals:

— write a story that the reader find believable and can
relate to

— use techniques to sustain the reader’s interest

they were at the scene

— make the reader feel for the characters

— make the reader embrace values such as honesty,

— use techniques that allow the reader to imagine that
courage, care and concern




Use of Model Texts: Analyse and Apply

Dialogue intro «

+ foreshadow

Finally, check that you have your torch - you never know when you'll need itl”

This last one almost made me laugh out loud. A torch! A torchl Everyone’s got a bit of

crazy in them. Miss Jane obviously had a little more than others. Who needs a torch_in broad

davlight?

Use of humour

It was soon two hours into the_gruelling hike. | was swooning with exhaustion as the

hostile terrain took a toll on me. | should have attended the frainina sessinns before the camp,

| thought as | regretted my arrogance. It was too late.

Use of a backstory

“Hey, John! Hurry up, will you? | never knew you are so unfitl” my assigned buddy, Bob,

faunted as his nndnv face glistenad with perspiration. It was an insult | found hard to swallow
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How We Develop
Our Students’
Writing Skills

STEP 2: Think of a story idea for each picture - Think IPPRC!
(Introduction, Problem, Problem Worsening, Resolution & Conclusion)

4 I How will you introduce this story? How did the story begin? Think 5Ws1H!

P/IPW | What is the main problem in the story? What could worsen the situation?

R How did the characters react?

R Was the problem solved? What was done to make things better?

C (Rf) | What lesson did the character leamn?

C (Rf) | Did the character reflect? What was his or her reflection?




How We
Provide
Feedback
to our

Students

(Self/Peer/
Teacher)
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How We Develop Our Students’ Writing Skills

Mark backed away slowly from the ferocious dog, as his hands shook with fear.
As Mark loomed over him, Darren cowered and cried for help.
Darren recoiled s the dog brushed against his leg.

Shrinking back in fear the puppies whimpered when they saw Mark.
Darren was filled with dread when he thought about the meefing.
Darren was undaunted by Mark's taunts

‘Don't be intimidated by Mark. He's  big bully" Sam told Darren.

Startled by the loud sound, Darren screamed in panic.
Plucking up her courage, Darren approached the bully.

Apprehension was written all over Darren's face as he treaded slowly down

steps

Parallel Writing Exercises

From afar, we could see the buming house, and hear screams from the
Inside. My heart banged in my chest, in my throat and between my ears, ye! | fol

myself that | must save those people. My team leader gave me the signal, and | entered
the house. My throat was so tight that | could not swallow my spit. The smoke from

the flames threatened to overpower me, but | willed my body to move forward. | sucked
in a ball of air, and felt my way up the stairs. My heart thumped like a drum. In one
of the rooms, | found the family. One by one, I quided the family members to safety. As|
did so, | looked around warily, hoping that the house would hold up. When all of them
were safe inside the ambulance, | stood up straight, and allowed myself to heave a sigh
of relief. The children's mother looked at me, her eyes filled with gratitude. There was
a swelling in my chest as | smiled and nodded back at her, wishing her well a
gdics closed the ambulance doors.




What
students
can do at
home to
develop

their

writing
skills

'ARMOUR
EDUCATION

FOR THE
ADVANCED WRIT.ER
10 flashback situations
and 11 character traits
to suit several storylines.

Second Edition

GUIDEBOOK
FOR PRIMARY 3-6

MY CREATIVE
WRITING
COMPANION

v Liza Tay Mei Ling
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What
students
can do at
home to

develop i sehy s v o

ol here, nmemberlng{’o*

their
writing
skills

Parallel Writing Exercises




What
students
can do at
home to
develop

their
writing

skills

Creative Writj

As they turned the corner, there he was — the sinister
stranger. He glared at them through eyes as red as burning
coals. The two boys shrank back in fright. He let out a
demonic laugh and thrust his repulsive face with its long,
hooked nose in front of them. He was so close that they
could see a pulse beating behind the livid red scar on his
right temple. His filthy, dishevelled hair fell over his face and
he reeked of alcohol. His loose, ill-fitting clothes looked as

though they had been slept in.

“Are you scared of me, little boys?” he asked, smiling

repulsively at them.

Parallel Writing Exercises




P4 vs P5: Paper 2 (Language Use & Comprehension)

Primary 4 (50m) Primary 5 (95m)
Booklet A (MCQ) Booklet A (MCQ)
e Grammar (10m) + e Grammar (10m) + Vocab (10m)
Vocab (6m) * Visual Text Comprehension (8m)
Booklet B Booklet B

* Grammar Cloze (8m) |* Grammar Cloze (10m)

e Editing (12m)

e Compre Cloze (8m) |* Compre Cloze (15m)

e Synthesis & Transformation (10m)

e Compre OE  Comprehension Open-Ended (20m)
1& 2 (18m)

Examination Skills for Paper 2: Accurately interpret clues (semantic,
syntactic & contextual) to answer questions.




P4 vs P5: Paper 2 (Language Use & Comprehension)

Paper 2 (Foundation English — 60m)

Booklet A (MCQ): Booklet B (Written):

Grammar Form Filling

Punctuation Editing for Grammar & Spelling
Vocabulary Comprehension Cloze

Visual Text Comprehension Synthesis & Transformation
(Multiple-choice Questions) Open-Ended Comprehension

Examination Skills for Paper 2: Accurately interpret clues (semantic,
syntactic & contextual) to answer questions.



Examination
Skills for
Paper 2

Accurately
interpret clues
(semantic,
syntactic &
contextual) to
answer
questions.

5. The twin sisters’ tolerance

damaged their toy dolls.

tested when their littie brother

Uncountable -> singular
Past tense

(1) s °
(2) are o
(3) was

(4)  were

7. Please put aside all

books as we need to use this table for

dinner.

(1) this .
(2) that

(3) these .
(4)  those

Plural
Proximity (near)

8. The school will be giving each student a storybook in addition

sponsored goodie bag for National Day.

the

1) fo
2) of o
3) for
4)

(
(
(
( with

Pairing of preposition with
nouns




New in P5: Visual Text Comprehension (VTC)

Sty this articls from a magazine, CME Quartedy, and then answer questians 2110 28

Carnival, of LIGHT.S I

LIGHTS stands for
“Let It Guide our Hearts Towands Sustainability™ — 10 year running!

ey —
i r 3

lLocated in e cantral area of Singapare, $ie Camival of LIGHTS & an annual festieal not o be
nissed! 12 does not matier whens you lve - i you are sameane who really looks out for pictura-
fwarfy maments, this i really for you! Thene will be 50 different light a installations that will be
Hisplaged from ane end of the Singapare River (o the other! Get your cameras ready o snap
nany Instagram-warthy backdrops! And be assured - whether you come alons o with
ameone, il will be an urdorgettable axpeience for yau!

[Camieal af LIGHTS is a sustainability campaign arganized by the Caring far Maother Earth
|CME) team. Aimed al enoouraging Singaporeans ta be mindful abaut the amaunt of plastic
ey ane using, the camival wias first initiated by Mg Ma Ling Sang from CME. He shared with
us Fis inspirabon far the camndal:

“Whan | Wag e, my momer, who 0ved e Degch, WOud Eke my Siswer
e300 M 10 Ea5T CO35T Park, whers we would anjoy Nstening 1o the waves and
e T bunding sanucasties by e clean Deaches. When | grew 00, | was SLIDMsEd

7" 5ee thar bagches wars N0 Jonger besUTYLY 35 more peopla leave bahind
empyy plasdc bomes on e beachss. IT | 00 nor 0o something thar can
BOueae ese people on tha use of plasdc, what will that mean for our e
genararions? THar prompeed me i Wan i do someming abour ic”

[Camival of LIGHTS first began an a smal zzale in 2008 but every year, it just gats bigger and
peser! A5 parl af the 107 wear anniversary highlights, there's something in stare for you at the
jcamival, whefer you are @ local or tourist! Mat anly can you expect o be amazed by the
En‘hrallng light installations, you can also espect b be wowed b

visilabile &t the Food Streal and many otber specials thi

+ Workshop on ‘Recycle &
{*Repistration is nesdsd!)

: i ]
« Be entertained by pop gr what is the main o

R

Date: 26 March — 26 April 2018
Time: 3p.m. — Midnight
Venue: Alang the Singapore River

N registratian is necded for Camival of LIGHTE. AV you nesd to aa Is raly
your famiy and frizras and MaKe YouT Way dOue fo fhe Singapare River
“You Wil peed fo register for the workshor on Recyoe & Upoyoe’ by
heading down fo 44 Amagis, R in person. Registaton foe spples hars,
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How We Develop Our Students’ Reading Skills
Comprehension: Annotation and Meaning-Making

entered the living room. Voo
‘ . enicked,
(M PO\"\/KD\P‘FUM? (Co\n (_,Q_Meo()
Oh, helo, lttle duck," Mrs Kim said weakly. But the momgft the duck saw Mrs Kim = 25

lying on the floor, it ﬁuacked rapidly and hopped around flapping its wmglbefore flying out
of the door. Mrs Kim's heart sank at the duck’s abandonment of he. Now she did not even

have an anjmal to talk 16 as a distraction rom the pain in her ankle.

(0&{ L\OP@ gun&()fded (M(fb\r\a/%ﬁ?()d /@+ O(O"M)

To Mrs Kim's immense surprise and relief, the duck returned several minutes later,
followed by her neighbour, Mr Amir, who had an annoyed expression on his face. Mrs Kim 30
later found out that the duck had gone to Mr Amir's house.and quacked loudly and

s incessantly until Mr Amir came out of his house. The duck had somehow led him back to

"Mrs Kim. Mr Amir had intended to complain to Mrs Kim about the noisy.duck, but when he

saw what had happened to her, he quickiy.Galled for an ambulance. ( Unaware,

not Thepe o kel




How We Develop Our Students’ Reading Skills
Feedback to feed the learning forward (Comprehension)

G True/False Reason
The writer gOt his \V\e. WG N eo %OJ\ A \V\Swe MCaXen X0
inspiration to oo \,,f/ Was

coMnoke v AN xS
promote kindness Y—a\y %08 A u:een
when he turned " "

forty.

The writer lied to The wrder Anovank € o Aa’S

Mr Simon during : AN-e SN .
S\ A vicvd\e \y o N
the interview about e B EED /\

having a bicycle at Fm\ty go ? Loyl ,\&/\/J 8y 7

home.

He only found out that his father had sold the bicycle
when he got home.



How We Develop Our Students’ Reading Skills
Feedback to feed the learning forward (Comprehension)

3. Besides being faster, why did Mr Simon think a bicycle was necessary for the job? [1m]

My Simon ’c\(\ought that (late olehvef\es\ Weve Y\o qood 'COWW
Vil

Company .

He thought the newspapers would be too heavy for
the writer’s small frame.




P4 vs P5: Paper 3 (Listening Comprehension)

Primary 4 (14m)

Primary 5 (20m)

14 MCQ Qns

20 MCQ Qns

To listen to texts and demonstrate the ability to comprehend
information and make inferences

Sample questions

TEXT 2

ow: ol

fa L [s

he Garden

M 17‘ |
L \
i

Playground

18

19

20

Which of the following statements about sleep is true?
(1) Our brain rests when we sleep.
(2) Quality sleep helps prevent diseases.

(3) Students will achieve good grades if they sleep well.

Why should we not use electronic devices before we sleep?
(1) They give off light which is addictive.
(2) Our sleep routine will be disrupted.

(8) We will be dependent on them.

What is the talk mainly about?
(1) why we should sleep well
(2) what can affect our sleep

(3) how we can sleep well




P4 vs P5: Paper 4 (Oral)

Primary 4 (16m) Primary 5 (30m)

Reading (6m) Reading (10m)

Stimulus-Based Conversation (10m) | Stimulus-Based Conversation (SBC) (20m)

N P < . - o . , ;
\/\ X \\,\ Tj.{‘ X X _’,_______‘r

Victory Secondary School Qu EStionS:

Come join our happy family!

i’ e Does this banner make
you want to join this

school? Why/Why not?

We are champions

 What would you consider
when choosing a school?

Frequent practlces in class and via SLS

Specific feedback to help students target their areas for
improvement




Oracy:

Good Speaker # Can Speak Clearly + Confidently
©

A good speaker is one who demonstrates substance
(critical and creative thinking) through her speech.

A Good Speaker is:

1) Learned: has good knowledge of what goes on
around her (general knowledge) and knows why
things happen (critical and mature thinking) the way
they do.



Oracy:

A Good Speaker is also:
2) Reflective:

constantly thinking about what she has learnt and how
she can help make someone’s life better

3) Impressive:
able to engage others with her intelligent responses.



Exposure to Good Spoken EL:
* Radio programmes
* TV programmes

What  Good speakers — Oral Presentation on
students can specific topics (e.g. TedTalks, YouTube)
do at home Regular Practices & Reviews:
to develop * Record and Review (Self, Peer &
their oracy Knowledgeable Adults)
skills * ‘3-minute Babble’ —on any topic

e Good collection of ideas & useful
vocabulary (A4 sized Vocab Book*)



What
students
can do at
home to
develop

their oracy
skills

Keeping a Good Collection of Ideas &
Vocabulary (Vocab Book)

Some Examples of Themes:

Healthy lifestyle (Physical, Mental,
Social, Psychological)

Relationships & Interactions with
family/friends/ neighbours

Civic-mindedness (Good/bad behaviours
in public places)

Hobbies/passion



How You Can Help Your Child/Ward at Home

— By reinforcing the skills taught in school.

— By providing a rich language environment
at home

— By monitoring your child’s reading habits
to ensure that she is reading widely

— By engaging her in meaningful talk




Thank you for joining us on this journey to develop
your child/ward!

Please feel free to contact:

Ms Yeo Li Yen (Upper Primary English Coordinator)
veo li yen@moe.edu.sg

5C: Mr Fauzi

5G: Mrs Mary Shi

5H: Ms Lim Mei Shan

5J): Mr Kassim

5K: Mdm Marhainie/ Ms Ang Mui Sing (FEL)

Ms Lynne Huang (HOD English - covering)
huang vilan lynne@moe.edu.sg

School Office Tel: 63440293
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