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Guiding Our Approach to Teaching and Learning

Our Vision:

Every Haig Girl a confident, creative and effective
communicator.

Our MISSION:

To develop learners who are able to use the English
Language effectively as a means to explore and
understand the world, and as a tool to express
themselves, thus contributing meaningfully to
society.



Examination Format (EL)

Paper Component Item Type Marks Weighting Duration

1 Situational Writing  OE 55 27.5% 1 h 10 min
Continuous Writing OE

2 Language Use and OE & MCQ 95 47.5% 1 h 50 min
Comprehension

3 Listening MCQ 20 10% About 35 min
Comprehension

4 Oral 30 15% About 10 min
Communication (includes 5 min

preparation time;

Reading Aloud about 5 min
+ examination time)

Stimulus-Based
Conversation

Total 200 100%



Paper
1

Total

Examination Format (FEL)

Component

Situational Writing
Continuous Writing

Language Use and
Comprehension

Listening
Comprehension

Oral
Communication

Reading Aloud
+
Stimulus-Based
Conversation

Item Type

OE
OE

OE & MCQ

MCQ

Marks

40

60

20

30

150

Weighting

26.7%

40.0%

13.3%

20%

100%

Duration
1 h 10 min

1 h 20 min

About 35 min

About 10 min
(includes 5 min
preparation time;
about 5 min
examination time)



Assessment of Learning

- Weighted and Non-weighted Assessments

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
Term Test SA1 SA2 PSLE
(Non- (30%) (70%)
weighted)
Papers Papers Papers
Oral Test 1,2,3&4 1,2,3&4 1,2,3&4

A

A



Oracy Skills

Oral Examinations (Term 1, 2 & 3):
Reading Aloud

— Reading a given text with good Pronunciation,
Expression and Fluency

Stimulus-Based Conversation

— Converse with reflective and well-worded responses to
a given stimulus

- Demonstrate the ability to think on her feet P\

v

Frequent practices in class and via SLS
Specific feedback to help students target their I\
areas for improvement



Assessment of Oracy Skills
- Stimulus-Based Conversation (2018 PSLE)

Questions:

* Does this banner make you
want to join this school?
Why/Why not?

Victory Secondary School
Come join our Aappy family!

 What would you consider
when choosing a school?

* How would you try to make
friends in a new school?

We have a great
art programme
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Assessment of Oracy Skills
- Stimulus-Based Conversation (2021 PSLE)

E | Questions:
e T  Are you like this girl in this
TMPORTA) picture? Why/Why not?

Caplan’s ball
lompekition
hvr orvew

* If you could choose, what
time would you like school
to start and end?

* Do you have enough sleep
every night? Why/Why not?




Assessment of Oracy Skills
- Stimulus-Based Conversation (2019 PSLE)

PSLE ENGLISH LANGUAGE STIMULUS-BASED CONVERSATION PICTURE

Librarian’s
recommendations:

The Adventures of
Superboy Danvy

e ——

Joch Brown

—BCc BF
199 - 173

EEs

e

Questions:

 Would you be interested in
reading these books?
Why/Why not?

* Do you visit your school
library often? Why/Why
not?

 Would you prefer listening
stories or reading stories?
Why?



Assessment of Oracy Skills
- Stimulus-Based Conversation (2019 PSLE)

Questions:

* Do you think the poster is
useful in reminding
students of what they need
to do? Why/Why not?

 Was there a time when you
lost or forgot something?
Tell us about it.

 How would you help a
friend or family member
who tends to be forgetful?




Exposure to Good Spoken EL:
e Radio programmes
* TV programmes

What * Good speakers — Oral Presentation on
students can specific topics (e.g. TedTalks, YouTube)
do at home Regular Practices & Reviews:
to develop * Record and Review (Self, Peer &
their oracy Knowledgeable Adults)
skills * ‘3-minute Babble’ — on any topic

e Good collection of ideas & useful
vocabulary (A4 sized Vocab Book*)

* Suggested Topics List



What
students can
do at home
to develop

their oracy
skills

Suggested Topics List

Haig Girls® School

ngis dnguage
St g 0 0

- Primary 5 and 6
Possible Themes & Topics for Oral Examination

A good speaker impresses her audiencs with:

¥  Good spoken English (good pronunciation; appropriate tone & expression of
amolions)
¢ Substance (ideas and opinions are well-supported with knowledge and findings)

To have tha abova mantionad atiributas, we nead 1o

practise (3-minute Babble) &
hawe a good collection of ideas and wocabulary

Lat's bvainslosm on soama possibla thamas and topics!

1. Perzonal Wellnezz & Safety

T weoeAan o

Healthy diets

Fitness (Exercise, sporis etc.)
=pending time with family and friends
FPaszi-times

Sufficient rest (sleep & time to unwind)
Road safety

Izeneral safety

2. Relationzhips (Family, Friends, Neighbours efc.)

d.

b

C.

Differert ways to show love, kindness amd support (Filial piety,
parent-child/zibling’s relationship, friendship. good neighbourliness efic.)
Celebrating special occcasions/events fogether (e.g. Mew “ear, Birthday

Christmas Gathering & other festivifies)
Confributing at home (e.g. by helping out with household chores)

Diging activifies together (gatherings, holidays, outings efc.)




Paper 1 (Writing)

Situational Writing Continuous Writing
- Informal or Formal (Composition)
letter/email

+ - 3 pictures and a given

- Show good theme

understanding of

Purpose, Audience and - Use at least one picture
Context in a given

situation - 2 guiding questions

*Students are encouraged to spend not more than 15 min on Situational Writing.



Paper 1 (Writing)
Foundation English

Situational Writing Continuous Writing
- Informal letter/email (Composition)
- Show good + - 3 pictures in a series + a | =

understanding of
Purpose, Audience and

Context in a situation - Helping words provided

guestion mark ending

*Students are encouraged to spend not more than 15 min on Situational Writing.



Situational Writing A Sample (2018 PSLE)

26 September 2018, 10.15 am |
NOODLES

John, let me go first!
L I'm really hungry.

Task:

Imagine you are Peter, the
prefect on duty.

26 September 2018, 10.15 am | =]
Gina, | was first in the queue. And | nearly landed on

NOODLES the floor because you pushed me. J o o
I Write an email to the
Discipline Master of your
school, Mr Tan, to inform
him about the incident.

26 September 2018, 10.17 amJ

quarrelling. Do you realise that you've been at it for some time? Now I've got

no choice but to inform the Discipline Master about this incident.
.
Oh, no!
! =]

NOODLES guld you please stop? |'ve been watching the two of you since you started }

=
G/




Situational Writing

Part 1:

1 The pictures below show a conversation between Jane and her uncle. The conversation

Situational Writing (15 marks)

took place in Jane’s house. Study the pictures carefully.

25 September 2019, 6 pm J

Jane, I'm afraid there’s been a change of plans. My company
needs me to travel overseas next week.

youl

B — — e
* = Oh, Uncle Tim, | was really looking
forward to going to the cinema with

25 September 2019, 6 pm J

Sorry, Jane, | really have no choice. Look, I've already bought
the tickets. Why don’t you go with your best friend, Linda? Tell
her it's on me and give her my best wishes.

Thank you very much! Come to think of
it, Linda does like action movies.

€ DIAMOND CINEMA

DRAGON ISLAND
Date: 4 October 2019

Time: 5 pm i
Price: $12.50 H15

& DIAMOND CINEMA

DRAGON ISLAND

Date: 4 October 2019
Time: 5 pm

Price: $12.50 H 16

A Sample (2019 PSLE)

Task:

Imagine you are Jane.

Write an email to your best
friend, Linda, to invite her to
watch the movie with you.



Continuous Writing A Sample (2019 PSLE)

Ppart 2: Continuous Writing (40 marks)

Write a composition of at least 150 words about
a celebration.

The pictures are provided to help you think

about this topic.

Write a CompOSition Of at Ieast 150 Your composition should be based on one or more

of these pictures.

[ ) : '
words about a celebration. e S
» What was the reason for the celebration?

The pictures are provided to help + o o e
you think about this topic. Your o po e 47 Pl
composition should be based on one
or more of these pictures. Consider
the following points when you plan
your composition:
 What was the reason for the
celebration?

* How was the occasion celebrated?




Continuous Writing A Sample (2020 PSLE)

Write a composition of at least 150
words about something that was

lost.
The pictures are provided to help e
you think about this topic. Your , ComatioCourter)

composition should be based on one
or more of these pictures. Consider
the following points when you plan
your composition:

* How did it get lost? ’

 Was it found? | MISSING




How We Develop Our Students’ Writing Skills

We teach them to achieve these Writing Goals:

— write a story that the reader find believable and can
relate to

— use techniques to sustain the reader’s interest

they were at the scene

— make the reader feel for the characters

— make the reader embrace values such as honesty,

— use techniques that allow the reader to imagine that
courage, care and concern




Use of Model Texts: Analyse and Apply

Dialogue intro
+ foreshadow

“Finally, check that you have your torch - you never know when you'll need itl”

This last one almost made me laugh out loud. A torch! A torchl Everyone’s got a bit of

crazy in them. Miss Jane obviously had a little more than others. Who needs a torch_in broad

davlight?

Use of humour

It was soon two hours into the_gruelling hike. | was swooning with exhaustion as the

hostile terrain took a toll on me. | should have attended the frainina sessinns before the camp,

| thought as | regretted my arrogance. It was too late.

Use of a backstory

“Hey, John! Hurry up, will you? | never knew you are so unfitl” my assigned buddy, Bob,

faunted as his nndnv face glistenad with perspiration. It was an insult | found hard to swallow

FORE 'y‘ Figu uage is a word / phrase that docsno have it snormal/cvcrydzymea ng. ltis
— edbywrlc for Lh ake fomp or drama xc ffct There are many ty
‘/ figura lgglucdomk s more in chIwr9f lgc
@Add additional phrases to each type of figurative language as you discuss them in class.
10 S\Jggest rf
m@ IMAGERY PERSONIFICATION
or's usé of m vvvvvv ESCRIPTIV £ LANGUAG e | | GIVING HUMAN TRAITS TO
O, anautt / EALS TO ONE RE N-
= 7 il oceY’ € SENSE o
m and re3 ° Thecall chocolatebirhday vy nputerstubbornly
tart.
/// J g d dd [ g } J art
 ooilds Y

ut even he had no trouble scalmg the slopes. | was ready to

ready found a gossip

the



What
students
can do at
home to
develop

their

writing
skills

'ARMOUR
EDUCATION

FOR THE
ADVANCED WRIT.ER
10 flashback situations
and 11 character traits
to suit several storylines.

Second Edition

GUIDEBOOK
FOR PRIMARY 3-6

MY CREATIVE
WRITING
COMPANION

v Liza Tay Mei Ling

A whOh
New Ther
on ‘F,REJ a

10 ADDIT|Q)

s "
.\
3
1

FLASHBAC
OPTIONS;

=4

Jayanthi Madhukar s we

UUIEK REFERENEE TU

CREATIVE
WRITING

PRIMAR Y

9&6



What
students
can do at
home to

develop s sohy s v o

ol here, nmemberlng{’o*

their
writing
skills

Parallel Writing Exercises




What
students
can do at
home to
develop

their
writing

skills

Creative Writj

As they turned the corner, there he was — the sinister
stranger. He glared at them through eyes as red as burning
coals. The two boys shrank back in fright. He let out a
demonic laugh and thrust his repulsive face with its long,
hooked nose in front of them. He was so close that they
could see a pulse beating behind the livid red scar on his
right temple. His filthy, dishevelled hair fell over his face and
he reeked of alcohol. His loose, ill-fitting clothes looked as

though they had been slept in.

“Are you scared of me, little boys?” he asked, smiling

repulsively at them.

Parallel Writing Exercises




Paper 2 (Language Use & Comprehension)

Booklet A (MCQ)
e Grammar (10m) + Vocab (10m)
 Visual Text Comprehension (8m)

Booklet B

« Grammar Cloze (10m)

 Editing (12m)

« Compre Cloze (15m)

+ Synthesis & Transformation (10m)

« Comprehension Open-Ended (20m)

Examination Skills for Paper 2: Accurately interpret clues (semantic,
syntactic & contextual) to answer questions.



FEL: Paper 2 (Language Use & Comprehension)

Paper 2 (Foundation English — 60m)

Booklet A (MCQ): Booklet B (Written):

Grammar Form Filling

Punctuation Editing for Grammar & Spelling
Vocabulary Comprehension Cloze

Visual Text Comprehension Synthesis & Transformation
(Multiple-choice Questions) Open-Ended Comprehension

Examination Skills for Paper 2: Accurately interpret clues (semantic,
syntactic & contextual) to answer questions.



Examination
Skills for
Paper 2

Accurately
interpret clues
(semantic,
syntactic &
contextual) to
answer
questions.

5. The twin sisters’ tolerance

damaged their toy dolls.

tested when their littie brother

Uncountable -> singular
Past tense

(1) s °
(2) are o
(3) was

(4)  were

7. Please put aside all

books as we need to use this table for

dinner.

(1) this .
(2) that

(3) these .
(4)  those

Plural
Proximity (near)

8. The school will be giving each student a storybook in addition

sponsored goodie bag for National Day.

the

1) fo
2) of o
3) for
4)

(
(
(
( with

Pairing of preposition with
nouns




Visual Text Comprehension (VTC)

Sty this articls from a magazine, CME Quartedy, and then answer questians 2110 28

of LIGHTS!

.

LIGHTS stands for
“Let It Guide our Hearts Towands Sustainability™ — 10 year running!

[

Cawnival

..__‘

_ -

lLocated in e cantral area of Singapare, $ie Camival of LIGHTS & an annual festieal not o be
nissed! 12 does not matier whens you lve - i you are sameane who really looks out for pictura-
fwarfy maments, this i really for you! Thene will be 50 different light a installations that will be
Hisplaged from ane end of the Singapare River (o the other! Get your cameras ready o snap
nany Instagram-warthy backdrops! And be assured - whether you come alons o with
ameone, il will be an urdorgettable axpeience for yau!

[Camieal af LIGHTS is a sustainability campaign arganized by the Caring far Maother Earth
|CME) team. Aimed al enoouraging Singaporeans ta be mindful abaut the amaunt of plastic

Date: 26 March — 26 April 2018
Time: 3p.m. — Midnight
Venue: Alang the Singapore River

N registratian is necded for Camival of LIGHTE. AV you nesd to aa Is raly
your famiy and frizras and MaKe YouT Way dOue fo fhe Singapare River
“You Wil peed fo register for the workshor on Recyoe & Upoyoe’ by
heading down fo 44 Amagis, R in person. Registaton foe spples hars,

ey ane using, the camival wias first initiated by Mg Ma Ling Sang from CME. He shared with
us Fis inspirabon far the camndal:

“Whan | Wag e, my momer, who 0ved e Degch, WOud Eke my Siswer
e300 M 10 Ea5T CO35T Park, whers we would anjoy Nstening 1o the waves and
e T bunding sanucasties by e clean Deaches. When | grew 00, | was SLIDMsEd

7" 5ee thar bagches wars N0 Jonger besUTYLY 35 more peopla leave bahind
empyy plasdc bomes on e beachss. IT | 00 nor 0o something thar can

BOueae ese people on tha use of plasdc, what will that mean for our e

genararions? THar prompeed me i Wan i do someming abour ic”

[Camival of LIGHTS first began an a smal zzale in 2008 but every year, it just gats bigger and
peser! A5 parl af the 107 wear anniversary highlights, there's something in stare for you at the
jcamival, wheder you are @ local or tourist! Mat anly can you expect ta be amazed by the

SPECIAL INSTALTATIONE TO LOOE OUT FOR:

% CRY ME A FUTURE by Tammy Leyardn.

%ae how Tammy pul togeiher used Dotbes [0 crezte an
riwork that reminde ue to ba mindful of the wasts that we
re accumulating on & dally basla. We certalnly do not want

have to cry for our future, do wa? 125 000 plastic botlles
re ua=d In the making of thiz exhiblf.

ndralling light installations, you can also expect to be wowed by a vanely of local foods
[, |

()

visilabile i the Food Streat and many otfier spacials this year! s
[ which of the Following ztateme
|

4 THE GOOD* | of LIGHTS iz true?

apout the *Camiva

whlic for free. tral area.
- ) iz apen o the p fiving in the cen ard to. .
i1 Itis =ingaporeans W ions to look fony : iz carnival.
HIGHLIGHT S (2 it targeis ﬂn?? 7 gpecial lr}slall atiod d= in order 1o enjoy this
+ Free sampling of local (3) There ars aur family and frien i
Food Strest - wou have to ralty ¥
« Workshop on Recycle 8Uj (%) ?
{*Registration is needed!) . GHTS'™
3 + Be entertained by pop grou _ ‘n objective of “Carnival of L1
S . Emﬁ:ﬁrﬁ ?Eemﬂ[ibuht yhat is the main Hidren in Africa
uec aw (up to chi . ether
e 4y to raise funds for e oreans and tourists 10 95 (050 iy pictures
l;'l“a".l to encourad® Smgph'&rs to snap many s tﬁ‘; affectsz our environime
L:\ (3) to attract Ph miirss of how the usage of plas {
; to raise awWare




How We Develop Our Students’ Reading Skills
Comprehension Cloze: Identifying Meaning, Grammar
and Contextual Clues

Have you noticed bﬁghtly-coloured bicycles parked by the roads? They are probably

bicycles that can be rented at afford%?? _P Fi ces \,fusing smartphﬁ_g_. This
kind of bicycle rental, also known as bicycle sharing,( €v1a)s ﬁ_rs_{} l n'ff‘ v d U Ced
mto Singapore during the “Walk Ride Cycle” campaign carried out by the(z)nd Transport
Authority (LTA). Why has LTA set out to Mﬁgg évalkmg, cycling and

taking public transm way of life?
First, in our tiny island city-state, every pocket of land is prec:i‘_g_l_:g_ind should not be
[ “+eQL < . Roads and car parks take up a lot of land, so we should control
the numbe(?z} vehicles in Singapore. CO'L\P“’Qd to(pnvate cars, @ubhc)

(55
transport will make better use of land with the AL '({r’; fﬂ [ to transport large

numbers of people.)

e el (b




How We Develop Our Students’ Reading Skills
Comprehension: Annotation and Meaning-Making

entered the living room. Voo
‘ . enicked,
(M PO\"\/KD\P‘FUM? (Co\n (_,Q_Meo()
Oh, helo, lttle duck," Mrs Kim said weakly. But the momgft the duck saw Mrs Kim = 25

lying on the floor, it ﬁuacked rapidly and hopped around flapping its wmglbefore flying out
of the door. Mrs Kim's heart sank at the duck’s abandonment of he. Now she did not even

have an anjmal to talk 16 as a distraction rom the pain in her ankle.

(0&{ L\OP@ gun&()fded (M(fb\r\a/%ﬁ?()d /@+ O(O"M)

To Mrs Kim's immense surprise and relief, the duck returned several minutes later,
followed by her neighbour, Mr Amir, who had an annoyed expression on his face. Mrs Kim 30
later found out that the duck had gone to Mr Amir's house.and quacked loudly and

s incessantly until Mr Amir came out of his house. The duck had somehow led him back to

"Mrs Kim. Mr Amir had intended to complain to Mrs Kim about the noisy.duck, but when he

saw what had happened to her, he quickiy.Galled for an ambulance. ( Unaware,

not Thepe o kel




How We Develop Our Students’ Reading Skills
Feedback to feed the learning forward (Comprehension)

G True/False Reason
The writer gOt his \V\e. WG N eo %OJ\ A \V\Swe MCaXen X0
inspiration to oo \,,f/ Was

coMnoke v AN xS
promote kindness Y—a\y %08 A u:een
when he turned " "

forty.

The writer lied to The wrder Anovank € o Aa’S

Mr Simon during : AN-e SN .
S\ A vicvd\e \y o N
the interview about e B EED /\

having a bicycle at Fm\ty go ? Loyl ,\&/\/J 8y 7

home.

He only found out that his father had sold the bicycle
when he got home.



How We Develop Our Students’ Reading Skills
Feedback to feed the learning forward (Comprehension)

3. Besides being faster, why did Mr Simon think a bicycle was necessary for the job? [1m]

My Simon t\(\ought that  [late de\\VCY\CA weve v\o q000l -Cow\‘br(/
LT, o
J

COM?aV]\/.

He thought the newspapers would be too heavy for
the writer’s small frame.




How We Develop Our Students’ Reading Skills
Feedback to feed the learning forward (Comprehension)

9. Why was the blcycle the “most perfect gift” (line 34—35)? [2m]

Would ke Qcold b ?

e Writer  did not have o 9¢t scolded by ME Simon 18he eyer Wno\ ot thort

I
k’(\\e wWteC  Aid hot have a b\cqcle,\ and it Wouid have diso beon ( ROSIRY £0C ™0 L \y 1oy -t\).d.@{\“’"\'

a0

He would be able to deliver the newspaper more
quickly and it would be less tiring too.



Paper 3 (Listening Comprehension)

To listen to texts and demonstrate the ability to comprehend

information and make inferences

TEXT 2

Fountain

Sample questions

L
|
|
|
.

shows the route that John will take from the Mini Forest to the Garden?

3 Which line show.

S _
Cafe
%’n[dge A\\ k N
4
I /"\
Mini Forest ====«., A*. N,

18 Which of the following statements about sleep is true?
(1) Ourbrain rests when we sleep,
(2) Quality sleep helps prevent diseases,

(3) Students will achieve good grades if they sleep well.

19 Why should we not use electronic devices before we sleep?

(1) They give off light which is addictive.
(2) Oursleep routine will be disrupted.

(3) We will be dependent on them.

20  Whatis the talk mainly about?

(1) why we should sleep well
(2) what can affect our sleep

(3) how we can sleep well




How You Can Help Your Child/Ward at Home

— By reinforcing the skills taught in school.

— By providing a rich language environment
at home

— By monitoring your child’s reading habits
to ensure that she is reading widely

— By engaging her in meaningful talk




Thank you for joining us on this journey to develop
your child/ward.

Please feel free to contact:

Ms Yeo Li Yen (Upper Primary English Coordinator)
yeo li yen@moe.edu.sg

6C: Mrs Sunita Singh

6G: Miss Farizah

6H: Ms Yeo Li Yen

6J): Ms Rasyidah

6K: Mrs Nikki Lin / Mrs Ng (FEL)

Ms Lynne Huang (HOD English - covering)
huang vilan lynne@moe.edu.sg

School Office Tel: 63440293



mailto:huang_yilan_lynne@moe.edu.sg
mailto:yeo_li_yen@moe.edu.sg
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