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Messa ges From Our
School Leaders
‘We learn for life, not just for PSLE’. This is the adage that we live by in
Haig Girls’ School and are committed to, in word and deed. Just what
does it mean to learn for life? It means embracing a growth mindset
and having a thirst for continual learning. Learning can take place
anywhere, anytime and with anyone, and for us to maximise our
learning, we need to be open to learning and reﬂective about our
experiences. Knowledge and skills are best internalised when one
applies them – we must therefore, have the willingness to embark on
new learning experiences. In doing so, we need to have the courage to
acknowledge when we do not succeed at ﬁrst and the resilience to
keep trying. Through continous effort, we hope to become better at
what we love and to learn to love what we initially fear or dislike.
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Live, Love, Learn – three simple words that are difﬁcult to apply and
demonstrate in reality. That is why we seek to afﬁrm the efforts of our
Haig girls, staff and our stakeholders when they take the ﬁrst step to
learn new things and to celebrate their dare, resilience and diligence,
regardless of the outcomes. This is the HGS spirit that allows us to live
out our vision of being ‘Leaders of Character’.
I hope you will enjoy each story in this newsletter as much as I do and
celebrate how our Haig girls, our staff and stakeholders live, love and
learn.
Ms Lo Yen Nie
Principal

What does it mean to be a lifelong learner? What
does it mean to be engaged in lifelong learning?
What’s in it for me? What’s in it for the students?
These are but a few questions I have been thinking
about as we embark on the next phase of change –
‘Learn for Life’. For now, at least, it seems to me to
boil down to 3 Be’s.
1.
2.
3.

Be bold - Be conﬁdent in yourself and celebrate
the experiences you have.
Be curious - Let curiosity be the cornerstone of
learning.
Be active - Seek out opportunities to learn.

Start discovering what Haig girls have been doing
with the 3 Be’s as they learn for life, in the pages
ahead. I hope you are inspired by them, as I am,
every single day.
Ms Phua Ai Lei
Vice Principal

The Learn for Life movement is encapsulated in the
Chinese proverb: 活到老，学到老. This is a value, an
attitude and a skill that all will need to possess in order to
thrive and grow in this uncertain world of rapid
technological advancement and continual disruptions.
Our school is where our young learners seek to establish a
strong foundation of knowledge, skills and values to
navigate the world ahead and also to ignite their passion
for learning. Our teachers also role model lifelong learning
as we seek to better understand our students and further
strengthen our classroom practice to nurture future-ready
learners. HGS will continue to uphold our proud heritage
of an all-round education for our students – one that
prepares our Haig girls for life and helps them see
opportunity in every challenge.
Mrs Lim Li Li
Vice Principal

LOVE LEARN
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Live

Life in HGS is not just about living life to the fullest, but also
helping others to do the same. It’s not just about living in the
moment; it’s also about playing an active role in shaping our
future. From taking the time to express gratitude to working
together for a worthy cause, Haig girls are constantly striving to
live out the school values in both thought and deed.

Gratitude @ HGS
Since its inception in 2014, the Gratitude Project has evolved from a simple idea into a way
of life at HGS, and the spirit of showing appreciation and giving back is on full display in the
many events that ﬁll the HGS calendar.

National Day 2019
In line with this year’s National Day theme, ‘Our Singapore’,
HGS reached out to diverse communities to express our
gratitude and appreciation for their contributions to the
development of Singapore.
All our students were involved in the Bags Of Blessing
(BOBs) initiative for the residents of Marine Terrace and the
P6s represented the school to distribute the BOBs to the
residents. Our P5s visited various elderly homes and care
centres to spread cheer to the elderly.
Our P1 to P4 students selected organisations or groups of
people they wanted to know more about, including HDB
cleaners, domestic helpers, nurses, Republic of Singapore
Air Force, Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong, Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, and the Red Cross. After
doing research, they created gratitude cards and videos.
They then emailed or delivered them personally to their
selected groups of people to show their appreciation for
their contributions to the nation.
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Students from 3H met
Prime Minister Lee
Hsien Loong on National
Day to present him with
their cards.
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Walk for Rice!
In conjunction with Children’s Day celebrations
This year marks the third year HGS has
taken part in Walk for Rice organised by
SouthEast CDC. For every 400 metres that
an individual walks, two bowls of white and
brown rice, together with a bowl of
oatmeal, are donated to the needy.
Our target was to contribute at least
23,000 bowls of rice and oatmeal to the
needy, and we exceeded that number –
25,560 bowls in total – with all our effort!
We believe in empowering our students and
teachers to give back and contribute to the
community in any way they can. No one is
too young to make a difference!
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Motivational Monday
Motivation Monday was started this year, with the aim of
sharing stories and personal experiences to uplift and
motivate everyone. It is a platform for students and
teachers to share about causes they are passionate
about, or reﬂections that could inspire and motivate
others.
The Motivational Monday sessions have so far included
teachers and students sharing about goal setting and
embracing a growth mindset, the beneﬁts of reading,
bilingual book reading, and the importance of protecting
our environment.
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FRIENDTOPIA!
What can we do to help friends who would like to enlarge
their own circle of friends? This year, HGS Kindness
Ambassadors have taken the initiative and conceptualized
FRIENDTOPIA.

Forging
friendships
over art

The main objective of FRIENDTOPIA is to provide a
platform for students across levels to meet new friends
during recess. On Thursdays, Kindness Ambassadors set up
a booth in the canteen and facilitated Art & Craft activities,
while engaging fellow students in conversation over snacks.

Shoutout to HGS Sports Leaders!
Unsung Heroes
Recess is the favourite time of the day for most Haig
girls. Being able to play with their favourite PE
equipment and hone their skills is an added bonus.
The HGS Sports Leaders are the behind-the-scenes
warriors that make sure Play@Recess happens for the
entire school. Besides maintaining the equipment and
ensuring they are properly put away, they also help to
manage Recess Challenges by putting up posters to
attract participants. From the number of participants
in the Recess Challenges, it is clear that their efforts
have paid off handsomely. Thank you, Sports Leaders!
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Minister Indran Rajah’s Visit
Ms Indranee Rajah, Second Minister for Education, visited the school on 25 April. During the
two-hour long visit, Ms Indranee interacted with the School Leaders and staff to better understand
stakeholders’ concerns and experiences. Ms Indranee also spoke with 25 students.
The students were conﬁdent in expressing themselves, and were excited to share their school
experiences. Some students shared how they have learned to view failures as learning
opportunities for personal growth. Other students shared how they created an impact on others
and the wider community through the school’s signature Integrated Project Work and Gratitude
programmes, and their wish for other students in Singapore to have such a meaningful school
experience as them too. The session ended with the students thanking Ms Indranee for her
dedication and contributions to Singapore by giving her handwritten notes of appreciation.
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Total Defence Day 2019
Haig Girls’ embarked on a discovery of emergency
preparedness based on R.A.P. (Readiness, Awareness and
Preparedness). Our Citizenship Education Ambassadors
worked with the Singapore Police Force to share ways to
respond to threats. Meanwhile, the Singapore Emergency
Responder Academy (SERA) conducted a First Aid for
Kids Course where students learnt basic bandaging
techniques as well as the basics of administering CPR.
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Language & Literacy and
Racial Harmony Wk 2019
This year, Language and Literacy (L&L) Week and Racial Harmony (RH) Week celebrations merged
as one gastronomical event. Students embarked on a culinary journey of Singapore's Hawker
Culture via different language-related activities. They also invented local dishes, wrote poems and
songs. Through interactive activities, students learnt about the different ethnic groups and their
food, and realised that food brings people together.
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Author Visit: Eunice Olsen

Children’s Day
Carnival

Living It Up
@ HGS

Sports Day

International
Friendship Day
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LIVE

Love

LEARN
The beating heart of HGS has always been its people. We
celebrate the strengths and diversity of our students as well as
our staff and partners, who do what they do because of their love
for the students and their ﬁrm belief in the power of education.

Primary One Students & HGS Open House
HGS PSG (Parent Support Group) as well as our P1 and P2 teachers and students warmly welcomed 16
pre-school centres, with about 300 pre-school children, on 3 and 4 July this year.
Our P1 and P2 teachers and students led the tour around the school and facilitated the group activities. The
student leaders conﬁdently engaged parent visitors who were interested in learning more about our school.
The parents and pre-school centres appreciated our sincerity in hosting them.
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HGS Parent Support Group (PSG)
Our PSG is a wonderful pillar of strength and
support. Their deep love for Haig girls shines
through in the many activities they help to
organise in order to provide our students with
varied and exciting learning experiences.

Science Games @ Recess
To encourage learning beyond the classroom, Science
Games@Recess takes place every Friday at the foyer with the help
of parent volunteers and Science ambassadors.
This programme aims to stimulate students’ interest in Science and
develop their inquiry skills as they engage in exploratory learning.
They learn to construct their understanding of Science concepts
and connect Science to their everyday lives. Students enjoy these
hands-on Science activities and look forward to the sessions.

Annual Charity Book Fair
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The HGS PSG organises the annual Charity Book Fair to raise funds
for students in need. Students and teachers are encouraged to donate
their preloved story books which are sold during recess by the parent
volunteers to students and teachers. All proceeds are donated to the
School Advisory Committee Fund which will be used for students on
this scheme.

Student Leaders’ Investiture 2019
HGS Student Leaders’ Investiture is held annually to formally recognise newly-appointed prefects, ambassadors
and student leaders from various levels and CCAs. Together with the incumbent student leaders, they pledge to lead
change for the betterment of the school community.
This year’s ceremony was held on 15 April. Our Guest-of-Honour, Dr Benson Soong, a member of the School
Advisory Committee, challenged our students to rise above their challenges and be a positive change. Our Head
Prefect, Jalene Toon, led the student leaders in the pledge to serve the school and be a proactive and caring leader.
The highlight for this year’s event was our newly composed leadership song which was sung during the Investiture.
This song was composed by our teachers and some of the student leaders. The lyrics serve as a reminder to all
student leaders to lead by example and serve with humility, beyond their call of duty.

Leaders of Character (Haig Girls’ School - Prefectorial Board)
INTRODUCTION
A leader of character,
That’s just what I am.
VERSE
I know the task ain’t easy,
But I promise to do my
best,
To rise above life’s daily
tests,
To humbly lead the rest.
I’ll be a ﬁrm lighthouse,
Shining brightly and
making a stand,
A compass, a cheerleader,
Always lending a hand.

CHORUS
Because… we the
Student leaders of Haig
Girls School, pledge that,
We’ll serve with humility,
We will work well with one
another,
Leading by example,
Taking initiative, serving
beyond our call of duty,
We will inﬂuence others,
positively.

BRIDGE
And this is what I say!
Thank you for your trust in me,
For seeing my ﬂaws and,
Sieving out the best in me.
I promise my best in all I do,
The I4Cs, my light and way,
Growing and navigating,
Around the world we live in today!
ENDING
A leader of character,
That’s just what I am,
For Haig Girls School.
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Sta Awards
MSEA Award (Platinum)
Ms Patricia Chan Lai Choo
The MOE Service Excellence Award
(MSEA) is a national award to recognise
and afﬁrm MOE ofﬁcers who consistently
exemplify excellent service to internal
community and external customers. The
Platinum Award is the highest honour given
amongst the various tiers of service
excellence awards.

Associate of Academy of Singapore
Teachers Award
Mdm Anwara Khatun
The
Academy
Awards
for
Professional
Development recognise and afﬁrm the efforts of
ofﬁcers in the education service and partners in
education for their contributions to the professional
development of the teaching fraternity.

National Day Commendation Medal
Mrs Esther Tan E Tzy Kwei
The Commendation Medal, instituted
in 1996, is awarded to ofﬁcers who
have demonstrated commendable
performance, signiﬁcant contributions
to service & devotion to duty.

Arif Budiman Malay Language Teachers' Award - Motivation Category
Miss Norasiken Binte Mohamed Noor
This national award aims to recognise excellent Malay Language teachers who are exemplary in promoting
and improving the use of the language, through teaching and learning. Nominees are evaluated based on
their ability to instil the love for knowledge, skills and interest in the learning of the Malay language, Malay
literature and Malay culture among students. After rigorous selection, Miss Norasiken emerged as one of
the three winners for 2019.
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Tun Tan Cheng Lok Bursary & Merit Award
Miss Norasiken Binte Mohamed Noor - winner in 2018 and 2019
Bachelor of Malay Language and Literature

Sta News
New Staff

New Babies

Mr Asyik’s daughter
Aaqilah Binti Muhammad Asyik
Born on 2 May 2019

Mdm Norwiyah’s daughter
Khadijah Binte Mohamed Shah Reza
Born on 21 June 2019

Mr Kassim’s son
Amer Rifqy Bin Mohammed Kassim
Born on 21 September 2019

Mrs Nikki Lin’s son
Ryo Lin
Born on 3 April 2019

Ms Yeo Li Yen’s daughter
Ong Xiao Yu Sophie
Born on 11 Dec 2018

Ms Isabel Han’s son
Asher Teo
Born on 4 July 2019

Staff Appreciation Lunch
The HGS Staff Appreciation Lunch was held on 5 September at Orchard Hotel to celebrate
Teachers’ Day. Mrs Sakina Yusuf Kagda was there to celebrate the day with staff members.
We also had two special guests, Vice Principals from Shanghai, join us for the occasion.
The theme for the lunch was “Where’s Wally?” While enjoying the sumptuous buffet
spread, the teachers had a good time playing games such as Scavenger Hunt for Wally and
looking for items that were red, blue and white (colour themes related to Wally). Many
teachers were happy walking away with prizes for the games played such as Scavenger
Hunt for Wally and the group with the most number of look-alike Wallies.
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LIVE LOVE

Learn

The pursuit of knowledge is an endless quest. At HGS, constant
learning is a hallmark of both our students’ and staff’s lives. Not
only do we learn for self-improvement, we share our learning to
develop and inspire others. We do this in order to spread the joy
of learning and develop conﬁdent, passionate learners who can
think, learn, achieve and excel.

I P W Coaboration wi
Broadrick Secondary School
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Two of HGS’ 2018 P5 IPW prototypes were selected for a collaboration with Broadrick
Secondary School this year. The designers, 6C’s Amelia, Shoshanna and Valyn and 6G’s Camille,
En Ya and Nicole presented their respective products, a medication organiser and a motivational
toy penguin. They embarked on a fruitful journey with the teachers and students at Broadrick to
create commercially-viable designs.

P 5 Outdoor Adventure Camp
Minister Ong
abseiling
with us!

Our Primary 5 students experienced many ‘ﬁrsts’ in their Outdoor Adventure Camp this year.
They had their ﬁrst coastal experience, where they got to kayak in open waters. They also had a
special visitor, Minister for Education, Mr Ong Ye Kung! He chatted with the girls and took part in
some activities too. It was indeed a camp our girls will remember for a long time.
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P4 Lesson Study on Area and Perimeter
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As part of lifelong learning, the P4 Mathematics teachers embarked on a lesson study on
questioning techniques. They designed a lesson using different levels of questions, based on
Bloom’s Taxonomy, to deepen students’ learning on the topic of Area and Perimeter. In alignment
with lesson study, our Mathematics teachers were invited to observe students’ understanding of
the lesson closely. They then collaborated to reﬁne the teaching resources.

Moer Tongue Department
Use of SLS to improve Oracy in Chinese
This year, the Student Learning Space (SLS) was used as a platform for Primary 4 and 5 oral practices,
which allowed students to conduct effective self and peer-evaluation. Questions were also designed to
help students sustain engaging conversations. Students were motivated to do their best as their
presentations were recorded for feedback.

Open Classroom and Sharing for East 5 Cluster Schools on Lexical
Diversity in Picture Composition Writing for P5
The Malay Language Unit collaborated with the MOE Educational Technology Division
(ETD) on a lexical study project to develop students’ writing skills. A ﬁve-step pedagogical
structure, guided by Bloom’s Taxonomy, was used. This approach was supported by the use
of iMTL Portal and SLS. Through this approach, students enrich their vocabulary usage
when writing their compositions.

Tamil Language lesson using SLS
As part of National Day observations, a reading lesson was conducted where students watched
videos of past and present National Day celebrations on the SLS. Students shared their
observations of how these celebrations have evolved and reﬂected on the importance of National
Day celebrations. Thereafter, students did a peer assessment of a reading activity, focusing on
correct intonation and pronunciation.
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The Arts are Alive @ HGS!
Talent Tuesday
Talent Tuesday is a weekly platform for our students to showcase their diverse talents.
Our Tuesday mornings are now a feast for the senses, as our talented performers show
off their skills and inspire their peers with wonderful displays of music, dance and
virtuoso performances of other disciplines such as Wushu.

HGS Art Camp Exhibition at Peranakan Museum
Various students from HGS and seven other schools came together for a wondrous 3-day
camp at the Peranakan Museum. Taking inspiration from the Peranakan culture and arts on
display there, the students created their own beautiful artworks based on the theme of ‘Big
Table – Shared Conversations’, which were exhibited at the Peranakan Museum from
January to March 2019.

Art & Music Teaching Labs
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As part of our outreach as an East Zone Centre of Excellence in Creative Arts, we
organised two Teaching Labs for Art and Music Educators. Mdm Anwara, our Lead Art
Teacher, supported the Art Teaching Lab at Poi Ching School. Ms Esther Cheah, our
Music Teacher, conducted the Music Teaching Lab. The teachers who attended the
sessions gave positive feedback and shared that the sessions helped them to develop
creative and critical thinking through student-centric pedagogies and to engage in
reﬂective practice.

TIMEOUT - Think Contemporary! Exhibition 2019
TIMEOUT – Think! Contemporary is an interdisciplinary museum-based
curriculum innovation initiated by our school. This year, our P4 students delved
into issues related to the themes of Identity, Home, Heritage, Nationhood and
Communities. Our students’ artworks were exhibited at the National Library
from 4 to 30 October 2019.

SYF 2019 Art Exhibition
The theme for this year’s Art Exhibition was “Artist and Citizenship”. Our students,
facilitated by our teachers, explored this theme and created artistic artworks in
response to the theme. In the course of their artmaking, they experienced several
challenges. However, they persevered and created artworks that reﬂected their
personal voice, imagination and critical thinking. Two of our submissions were
selected by the SYF panel to be exhibited at the National Museum.

Learning Journey to Victoria Concert Hall
The P5 students attended Victoria Concert Hall’s Open House on 21 May. They had a guided
tour around the premises and backstage areas which were usually open to performers only.
After watching a performance and their hands-on experience on instruments, students were
happy to make the real-life connection to what they had learned in class on musical parameters
and orchestral instruments.
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Towards A Zero Waste Community at HGS

In living up to our HGS motto, the Science Club members exemplify how Science plays an integral part in our
lives. Through a combination of multi-science disciplines, the members are equipped with the relevant
knowledge and skills to enhance the school’s science gardens. In turn, they encourage environmentally
sustainable practices within the school community.
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We are also proud of our sustained achievements. On 12 November, HGS received the top award of The Vanda
Miss Joaquim Award from Minister for Education, Mr Ong Ye Kung. This is the second time that the school has
been awarded the SEC Starhub School Green Awards.

National Primary School
Bowling Championships 2019
In July this year, our HGS Bowling teams took part in the
National School Games Competition held at Orchid Country
Club. The teams demonstrated exceptional effort and
emerged as champions in 3 Junior divisions and overall 4th
place for the Senior division in the primary school category.

National School Games
Wushu Competition 2019
Our HGS Wushu team clinched trophies for both individual
and group events this year. The victory is a testimony of the
determination of our students as well as the hard work put in
by them. We congratulate ‘Akeelah Binte Afdillah of 5K who
clinched 1 gold, 2 silvers in her individual event and 1 bronze
and 1 achievement pin in the group events.
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Red Cross
This year was an exciting year for the HGS Red Cross
members. They participated in the National First Aid
Championships and were awarded the Bronze Award.
The Red Cross members also embarked on exciting new
projects to play a part in environmental protection such
as making self-watering pots and stationery holders.

Drama Club
The Drama girls took part in various competitions like
the NewsMaker Competition, The Moo-O Award,
iSpeak Local Contest, Speak Up - Kids Public Speaking
Competition and YMCA Plain English Speaking Awards
(PESA) and clinched many awards this year. On top of
these, they also attended Newsmaker – a digital video
making workshop and learnt new skills through the use
of innovative and engaging broadcasting technologies
to make videos. Their videos were broadcast in school
for all to view!
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Teacher Talk
Living, loving & learning beyond the classroom!
Dreaming of Driving

Dancing up a Storm

Fearless Fighter

Rebel Biker

“K-popX ﬁtness is deﬁnitely out of
my comfort zone. But I love the
upbeat music and learning the
moves, and it’s a fun way to keep ﬁt.
Plus, now I know the latest K-pop
bands and songs that my students
are always gushing about!”

“I’ve done silat for 13 years because
there's always room for
improvement. It is not about winning
every match, but about being better
than who you were yesterday. If you
focus on improving yourself, even
when you lose, you win.”

“I feel like a rebel whenever I’m on
the bike! But being a student again
was a revelation for me, and has
made me a more sensitive teacher
to my students’ emotional
well-being.”

– Mrs Lawrence

- Ms Farah

“Driving is a good life skill to have, even if
you don’t drive every day. I’m actually not
very conﬁdent in my ability and sense of
direction, but so many people around me
can do it, so I thought I should give myself a
chance and try it too!”
– Mdm Chen Lijun
“Learning to drive is scary because I ﬁnd it
challenging to control a car. It’s easier to
control a class of noisy students!”
– Ms Long Peizhen
“When I visited my friends in Brunei last
year, they drove me all around their country
to sightsee. I’m hoping to be able to return
the favour when they visit me next year, so I
really hope I pass the test!”
– Ms Siken

– Mdm Harjinder Kaur
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